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Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service head wins National
Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit 2006 Long Term Achiever Award

The Executive Director of the Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service has won a long term achievement award for leading a Not For Profit organisation in the 2006 Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO Awards.

As Executive Director for the past 18 years, Michael Yore is an outstanding leader whose passion for justice embodies the Good Shepherd’s values of respect, dignity and compassion. He brings a passionate commitment to his work of helping people battle poverty. 

Under Michael’s leadership, Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service has developed from a small youth service into a highly respected community agency operating in four Melbourne local government municipalities. When he started as Executive Director, there were just 13 staff. Now there are more than 90 staff working in the areas of family support, micro finance, foster care, youth mentoring, neighbourhood support, emergency housing, domestic, violence, social policy and advocacy. 

Michael began his career in London in the early 1970s as a pastoral carer, moving to Papua New Guinea in 1983 to work in community development. It was in PNG, working in remote villages, that he recognised his desire to improve the lives of people who had very little and needed a helping hand. In 1986 he came to Australia, where he was a youth worker with young offenders in Broadmeadows. He joined Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service in 1987 as manager for youth services and has been Executive Director since 1988.

One of Michael’s most outstanding achievements has been as a leader in micro finance in Australia. By providing finance to individuals and families on low incomes, micro finance aims to promote social and economic inclusion for people who would otherwise struggle to borrow money. Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service is the lead agency of NILS® (No Interest Loans Scheme), the largest micro credit network in Australia, which Michael has been instrumental in expanding over the past decade. Through Michael’s influence, the National Australia Bank (NAB) announced in March 2006 an important $10 million line of credit for NILS® loans around Australia. 

In another major, long-term partnership with the NAB, Michael has contributed to the development of the Step-Up loan program – a low interest loans program aimed at securing pathways into mainstream banking and financial services for people living on low incomes. 

Michael has improved the fundraising capacity of Good Shepherd Family & Youth Service and helped to develop strong partnerships with numerous corporate organisations. The Good Shepherd Family & Youth Service is the current Victorian winner of the Prime Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Corporate Community Partnerships as a result of the NAB partnership and the Step-up Loans Program. 
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The Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO Awards recognise outstanding achievements of chief executives working in the Not For Profit and charitable sector.

There were more than 60 nominations for the awards this year from across Australia. The awards recognise excellence in delivering services, enhancing the organisation’s image and for building strong and successful partnerships.

“CEOs of Not For Profit and charitable organisations receive precious little reward or recognition for their efforts, yet their jobs can be difficult, demanding and challenging,” said Equity Trustees Chief Executive Officer, Mr Peter Williams.

“They routinely face funding shortfalls and difficulties maintaining services, but nevertheless they roll up their sleeves and get on with the job as they take their organisation forward and leave it stronger. Equity Trustees is proud to honour Not For Profit CEOs and recognise their commitment, passion, drive and sacrifice.”

The winners of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 Not For Profit CEO Awards, announced at a presentation dinner on Thursday 26 October in Melbourne at the Grand Hyatt, are:

Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO of the Year: Ms Margaret Douglas, CEO, Save the Children Australia

Equity Trustees’ Significant Innovation Award: Mr Paul Flynn, CEO of CanDo4Kids-Townsend House

Equity Trustees’ First Year Achiever Award: Mr Dave Woodall, Chief Executive, Abused Child Trust

Equity Trustees’ Long Term Achiever Award: Mr Michael Yore, Executive Director of Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service

Equity Trustees’ Judges’ Award: Professor Frederick Mendelsohn AO, Director of the Howard Florey Institute

The sponsors of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 NFP CEO Awards are: Citigroup Wealth Advisors (platinum sponsor), AON (gold sponsor), Deloitte and Grange Securities (bronze sponsors) and Equity Trustees.

The Awards recognise the true worth of those who lead Not For Profit and charitable organisations.
ENDS

Media Contacts:
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Amanda Thomas, phone 03 8623 5313 or 0438 983 675

Photo Gallery

Digital photos of the winners at the Awards presentation are available for downloading from the website: http://www.notforprofitceoawards.com.au/gallery06/default.asp
Equity Trustees’ CEO Awards – Recognising the true worth
of those who lead Not For Profit organisations
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