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Head of Abused Child Trust wins National Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit 2006 CEO Award for First Year Achiever

The Chief Executive of the Abused Child Trust has won an award for achievement in his first year as a CEO of a Not For Profit organisation.

Mr Dave Woodall won the Equity Trustees’ 2006 First Year Achiever Award for his efforts in doubling funding from government, establishing a new therapy facility for at-risk families, introducing important new revenue projects and instituting better business practices within the Not For Profit (NFP) organisation. 

The Abused Child Trust works to break the cycle of abuse and neglect of children in Australia. It helps families keep children safe through therapy, education, research and advocacy.

Dave took on the role of Chief Executive of the Abused Child Trust after an exciting corporate career that took him across the globe. Starting as an engineer in England, he held mining industry positions in Zambia, Saudi Arabia and Brisbane before joining the agribusiness sector as CEO of Grainco Australia Ltd, where in 2002 he was awarded the prestigious Rabobank Agribusiness Leader of the Year Award. For 15 years he was also Chairman of the Queensland Country Credit Union. 

Starting in January 2005, Dave has achieved significant results for the Abused Child Trust. He has ‘fixed the basics’ of the Trust, creating more professional and effective systems, processes and procedures and has saved money by creating economies of scale, reducing duplication and ensuring new resources. 

Importantly, Dave has boosted the bottom line of the Trust by improving fundraising and enhancing essential relationships with government and corporate supporters. The NFP organisation now has a more professional ‘win-win’ approach for joint projects with corporate partners and sponsors. 

A significant achievement for the Trust under Dave’s leadership is the opening of the new $600,000 Contact House therapy centre on the Gold Coast in Queensland for families at risk of child abuse. To establish this centre, Dave has developed more than 60 relationships with large and small business sponsors on the Gold Coast. The Contact House is a place where children can get help for abuse trauma in a protected setting, and families can learn how to create a safe environment for their kids. The Gold Coast Contact House has become a successful model for future Trust projects across Australia and demonstrates to potential sponsors how important and mutually beneficial their support can be. 
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The Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO Awards recognise outstanding achievements of chief executives working in the Not For Profit and charitable sector.

There were more than 60 nominations for the awards this year from across Australia. The awards recognise excellence in delivering services, enhancing the organisation’s image and for building strong and successful partnerships.

“CEOs of Not For Profit and charitable organisations receive precious little reward or recognition for their efforts, yet their jobs can be difficult, demanding and challenging,” said Equity Trustees Chief Executive Officer, Mr Peter Williams.

“They routinely face funding shortfalls and difficulties maintaining services, but nevertheless they roll up their sleeves and get on with the job as they take their organisation forward and leave it stronger. Equity Trustees is proud to be honouring Not For Profit CEOs and recognising their commitment, passion, drive and sacrifice.”

The winners of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 Not For Profit CEO Awards, announced at a presentation dinner on Thursday 26 October in Melbourne at the Grand Hyatt, are:

Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO of the Year: Ms Margaret Douglas, CEO, Save the Children Australia

Equity Trustees’ Significant Innovation Award: Mr Paul Flynn, CEO of CanDo4Kids-Townsend House

Equity Trustees’ First Year Achiever Award: Mr Dave Woodall, Chief Executive, Abused Child Trust

Equity Trustees’ Long Term Achiever Award: Mr Michael Yore, Executive Director of Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service

Equity Trustees’ Judges’ Award: Professor Frederick Mendelsohn AO, Director of the Howard Florey Institute

The sponsors of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 NFP CEO Awards are: Citigroup Wealth Advisors (platinum sponsor), AON (gold sponsor), Deloitte and Grange Securities (bronze sponsors) and Equity Trustees.

The Awards recognise the true worth of those who lead Not For Profit and charitable organisations.
ENDS

Media Contacts:
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Amanda Thomas, phone 03 8623 5313 or 0438 983 675

Photo Gallery

Digital photos of the winners at the Awards presentation are available for downloading from the website: http://www.notforprofitceoawards.com.au/gallery06/default.asp
Equity Trustees’ CEO Awards – Recognising the true worth
of those who lead Not For Profit organisations
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