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Howard Florey Institute head wins National
Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit 2006 Judges’ Award

The Director of the Howard Florey Institute in Melbourne has won a judges’ special award for leading a Not For Profit organisation.

Professor Frederick Mendelsohn AO is the winner of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 Judges Award for his 10 years of visionary leadership of the leading medical research institute. Established in 1971 and named after Australia’s Nobel Prize winning scientist who developed penicillin, the Howard Florey Institute’s research is directed at finding ways to combat brain disorders. Every year more than three million Australians experience one or more episodes of major brain disorder. 

Professor Mendelsohn has great ability to bring together scientists, students, clinicians, general staff members and leaders of industry to share a common vision. Since becoming Director in 1996, he has changed the research direction of the Howard Florey Institute from an institute of physiology to one with a major focus on brain research. He has sought to amalgamate with key brain research institutes in Melbourne to provide coherence in approaches for funding and in setting the neuroscience research agenda. He has expanded the research focus to clinical issues such as multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone disease and epilepsy. 

Professor Mendelsohn has successfully increased research funding to the Howard Florey Institute by establishing a fundraising framework and engaging individuals, businesses and community groups in its work. The budget for the Institute has increased from $8 million to $20 million per year in 10 years. Philanthropic support has more than doubled and commercial income grown from 4.6% of budget in 2000 to nearly 9% in 2005. In the past five years, the Institute’s staff and student numbers have grown from 140 to 290 with a budget increase of just over 100%. 

Professor Mendelsohn has been the driver behind the establishment of the Florey Neuroscience Institute, an exciting initiative that brings together the Howard Florey Institute, the Mental Health Research Institute, the National Stroke Institute and the Brain Research Institute to create one of the world’s top neuroscience centres. 

New facilities will be built at the University of Melbourne’s Parkville campus and at the Austin Hospital in Heidelberg and will combine world-class research and technology with the aim of developing more effective treatments for millions of Australian affected by brain disorders every year. With more than 500 staff, the new centre will attract the best neuroscientists from Australia and around the world and construction is set to start in 2008 and be completed by mid-2010. 
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The Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO Awards recognise outstanding achievements of chief executives working in the Not For Profit and charitable sector.

There were more than 60 nominations for the awards this year from across Australia. The awards recognise excellence in delivering services, enhancing the organisation’s image and for building strong and successful partnerships.

“CEOs of Not For Profit and charitable organisations receive precious little reward or recognition for their efforts, yet their jobs can be difficult, demanding and challenging,” said Equity Trustees Chief Executive Officer, Mr Peter Williams.

“They routinely face funding shortfalls and difficulties maintaining services, but nevertheless they roll up their sleeves and get on with the job as they take their organisation forward and leave it stronger. Equity Trustees is proud to be honouring Not For Profit CEOs and recognising their commitment, passion, drive and sacrifice.”

The winners of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 Not For Profit CEO Awards, announced at a presentation dinner on Thursday 26 October in Melbourne at the Grand Hyatt, are:

Equity Trustees’ Not For Profit CEO of the Year: Ms Margaret Douglas, CEO of Save the Children Australia

Equity Trustees’ Significant Innovation Award: Mr Paul Flynn, CEO of CanDo4Kids-Townsend House

Equity Trustees’ First Year Achiever Award: Mr Dave Woodall, Chief Executive, Abused Child Trust

Equity Trustees’ Long Term Achiever Award: Mr Michael Yore, Executive Director of Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service

Equity Trustees’ Judges’ Award: Professor Frederick Mendelsohn AO, Director of the Howard Florey Institute

The sponsors of the Equity Trustees’ 2006 NFP CEO Awards are: Citigroup Wealth Advisors (platinum sponsor), AON (gold sponsor), Deloitte and Grange Securities (bronze sponsors) and Equity Trustees.

The Awards recognise the true worth of those who lead Not For Profit and charitable organisations.
ENDS
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Amanda Thomas, phone 03 8623 5313 or 0438 983 675

Photo Gallery

Digital photos of the winners at the Awards presentation are available for downloading from the website: http://www.notforprofitceoawards.com.au/gallery06/default.asp
Equity Trustees’ CEO Awards – Recognising the true worth
of those who lead Not For Profit organisations
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